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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EUR- 12 ACDA-12 CIAE-00 INR-10 10-13 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 EB-08 NRC-05 OES-09 SOE-02 
DODE-OO DOE- 15 SS-15 SP-02 CEQ-01 PM-05 H-01 
PA-01 ICA-11 /141W 

040380 030117Z/14 

R 311221Z IUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3099 

SECRET NEW DELHI 11621 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, TECH, IN, FR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH ASSISTANCE WITH INDIA'S NUCLEAR PROGRAM 

REF: (A) STATE 190867; (B) STATE 190613; (C) NEW DELHI 10839; 

(D) NEW DELHI 11082 

1 . IN ADDITION TO AMBASSADOR'S CONVERSATION (REF C), EMBOFF 
SPOKE TO FRENCH DIPLOMAT ABOUT STIRN S VISIT. HE REPEATED 
THAT OFFER OF ENRICHING URANIUM HAD NOT BEEN MADE AND ADDED 
THAT IN ANY EVENT "OURS WOULD BE TOO EXPENSIVE FOR THEM." ON 
OTHER ASPECTS OF POSSIBLE NUCLEAR COOPERATION, HE WAS RETIC- 
ENT. WE HAVE NO CONFIRMATION AS YET THAT THE FRENCH HAVE 
OFFERED A TRADE OFF ON NUCLEAR ASSISTANCE FOR THE MIRAGE F-l. 

AS FOR SWEDEN'S VIEW OF THE DPSA COMPETITION, WE DO NOT SHARE 
VIEW THAT INDIANS CONSIDER VIGGEN THE SUPERIOR AIRCRAFT NOR 
HAVE WE ANY GOOD EVIDENCE THAT FRENCH HAVE PULLED AHEAD OF 
BRITISH. 

2. FYI: AS FOR PRESS REPORT (REF D) THAT STIRN HAD SAID THAT 
FRANCO-PAKISTANI NUCLEAR COLLABORATION WAS AT A "STAND- 
STILL," JOURNALIST WHO WROTE STORY TOLD EMBOFF THAT STIRN IN 
FACT HAD SAID THAT THE DEAL WAS "OFF" AND THAT FRENCH EMBASSY 
INSISTED TO HIM THAT STIRM MEANT "STANDSTILL" SO HE USED THE 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 11621 020306Z 

TERM. BY TIME EMBOFF TALKED TO FRENCH, THE WORD WAS THAT 
STIRN MEANT THERE WAS NO CHANGE. END FYI. 

GOHFF.N 

NOTE BY OC/T: TELEGRAM DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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